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Fellows and members of the Royal Geographical Society and Institute of British Geographers, our esteemed society has reached a historic moment in its 150-anniversary year.  We stand at a point in the history of the planet were we have important choices to make.  We all know the environmental, demographic and social issues that face us, and all other species on this planet. As scientists and experts in our fields, we can choose to take the lead in discovery. We can use this great societies’ repository of knowledge that has served it over the decades, and strive to unravel the many unanswered questions.
The resolution put before you today sits at the heart of this choice; that of the society mounting its own multi-disciplinary research projects.
This resolution is not about an ‘either or concept’ of running small-scale research programmes or focusing on single large research projects. We feel multidisciplinary research expeditions are the best model when taken together with other grant awarding systems. It is not one or the other. We say that both can be accomplished. Single, large-scale research projects represent value for money and costs would not burden the society. External fundraising can be secured complimenting and contributing to our societies goals and there is every reason to believe that such expeditions can only enhance HEFC ratings to those participants connected to these projects.
We are not asking for millions of pounds or 100’s of research scientists as has been intimated by some recently. Nor are we making a suggestion that these projects will detract from the Societies ongoing activity’s’.
As scientists we need to understand that now is the time to ramp up our investigations across the planet. To give us the much needed hard data.
For example, Kew scientists have recently led the first extensive expedition to the previously un-mapped Mt Mabu in northern Mozambique. They found a vast pristine forest bursting with biodiversity. This hidden paradise was pin-pointed with the assistance of Google Earth maps, as eagle eyed scientists were looking for potential conservation project sites. Entirely new species were discovered, the team returned with a mass of new data, and the expedition continues to work to build capacity of local partners enabling them to carry out similar work in future.
The planet still has huge areas that have been unexplored. Scientists have only identified 10% of the estimated number of multi-cellular species on Earth and if you added in unicellular organisms that number would be down to a fraction of a percent. These organisms will both interact with and respond to a changing climate, having a profound affect on our own species' future. There are still many biomes remaining unexplored. Exploration has stirred our imaginations over the millennia and has led to the discovery of new lands, immense deposits and reservoirs of resources, and startling scientific findings. Our ability to sample and to conduct experiments from the central planes to the deep ocean abyss has provided answers to questions on critical issues such as global climate change, and even the creation of life itself. As exciting and enlightening as these discoveries have been, they will pale in comparison to future discoveries. 
Many people have said there is nothing left to explore that exploration is the past time of a tweedy elite of pith helmets and kaki shorts. This caricature of exploration belongs in the past. Exploration is the Discovery Communication and protection of new knowledge. We are in a golden age of discovery and a bloody age of destruction.
NOW more than ever there is a need for our great institution to take the lead and provide our politicians and policy makers with the necessary data to back political direction on a planetary basis.
As geographers, scientists and stewards of the planet in peril, we commend the resolution to this learned Society. Thank you.

